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Wherein  is  proved,  from  Reafon  and  Expe¬ 
rience,  that  the  former  is  curable  in  as  ftridt 
a  Senfe  as  any  other  Difeafe. 
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LETTER,  &c. 

SIR, 

Agreeable  to  your  Re* 

queft  I  fend  you  a  Solution  to 
your  Enquiry.  You,  indeed,  are 
oo  kind  in  complimenting  me  con- 
erning  the  Succefs  I  had  when  I 
pradtifed  in  that  Climate,  where  you 
are  now  fituated  ;  and  where  Rheu¬ 
matic  Diforders  are  in  a  particular 
Manner  rife  ;  I  hope  that  my 
Thoughts  may  be  of  Ufe  to  you  in 
relieving  the  Pain  of  our  Fellow- 
■'Creatures,  which  I  cannot  help 
thinking  is  a  Principle  we  ought  to 
i  B  pur- 


purfue,  notwithftanding  we  now  and 
then  incur  the  Cenfure  of  our  Gruh- 
Jtreet  periodical  Critics,  thofe  mer¬ 
cenary  Cenfurers  of  Arts  and  Sci¬ 
ences,  who  have  taken  much  Pains 
to  fhew  Mankind,  that  they  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  common  Rudi¬ 
ments  of  them  ;  and  who  have  in 
this  large  Town  erected  an  Empire,! 
frmilar  to  the  Worfhip  the  Devil  has: 
eft  ablifhed  lor  himfelf  in  home  bar¬ 
barous  Nations ;  namely,  that  Sa-i 
orifices  and  Offerings  mull;  be  made 
to  them,  to  reftrain  them  from  do¬ 
ing  Mifchief,  the  one  to  the  Perfons, 
the  other  to  the  Characters  and 
Works  of  Men. 

Rheumatic  Difeafes  then  were 
not  accurately  defcribed  by  the  An- 
tients,  particularly  the  Greeks ,  nei¬ 
ther  do  they  feem  to  have  treated; 
them  properly  :  This,  I  think,  was 
owing  to  the  Rarity  of  fuch  Cafes  in 
their  warm  Countries  j  but.  in  thefe 

northern 
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northern  Climates  we  are  better  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  and  know  much 
better  how  to  treat  them.  It  feems 
that  the  Rheumatifm  and  Gout 
were  many  Ages  confounded  to¬ 
gether,  nor  were  they  tolerably 
diftinguifhed  before  the  Time  of 
Pifo,  Schenkius ,  &c. 

And  tho’  the  natural  Hiflory  of 
the  Gout  feems  to  have  been  tole¬ 
rably  well  laid  down,  yet  that  of 
the  Rheumatifm  feems  by  no  Means 
fo  to  be.  Sydenham  is  the  only  Per- 
fon  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  any 
Thing  worth  Notice  in  that  Way, 
but  it  will  appear  in  the  Sequel  of 
this  Epiftle,  that  what  he  has  done 
requires  fome  Animadveriion. 

With  us  there  are  two  Kinds  of 
Rheumatifm,  the  acute  and  chronic  ; 
the  firff  always  attended  with  a  fe- 
vere  Pain,  and  a  fmall  Degree  of 
Fever,  and  if  ill  cured,  or  fullered  to 
continue  long,  terminates  in  the  lat- 

B  2  ter ; 
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ter  :  where  the  Matter  becomes  ex- 
ceffively  vifcid,  and  is  of  difficult  i 
Cure  •  however,  the  Vifcidity  of 
this  Humor  is  never  fo  great  as  in 
Inflammations.  They  are  more  fre¬ 
quent  in  Spring  and  Autumn,  and 
feem  to  take  their  Rife  from  Cold, 
ftopt  Perfpiration,  &*c.  which  brings 
on  a  flow  Fever,  Swelling,  and 
Pains  ariflng  in  the  Extremities ; 
when  the  perfpiratory  Veflels,  which 
are  the  Ends  of  the  cuticular  Arte¬ 
ries,  are  ftop’d  and  conftringed  by 
the  Accefs  of  Cold,  the  noxious 
Matter  is  retained  and  accumulated 
in  the  other  Veflels ;  and  by  their 
Diftention  the  Matter  becomes  acrid, 
fo  as  to  deprive  the  Mafs  of  Fluids, 
create  Anxieties,  and  other  acute 
Diforders. 

SanBorius  computes  the  perfpirable 
Matter  to  equal  five-tenths  of  all 
our  other  Secretions,  and  thence 
deduces  a  Plethora,  and  its  Atten- 
;  dants  $ 
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dants ;  but  it  feems  more  reasonable, 
that  a  Plethora  is  an  over  Quantity 
of  good  Fluids  which  impedes  the 
Circulation,  brings  on  Torpitudes 
and  Inertnefs  ;  rather  than  a  Ple¬ 
thora  in  his  Senfe,  where  the  Patient 
leems  to  luffer  from  the  Depravitv 
of  the  Fluids,  occafioncd  by  the 
Retention  of  the  perfpirabile  Mat¬ 
ter  :  lince  we  know  that  Salts,  Oils, 
&* c.  may  by  Heat  and  Attrition  be¬ 
come  highly  noxious  ;  and  as  Blood 
abounds  with  thefe,  and  .tends  na¬ 
turally  to  Putrefaction,  it  may  fuf- 
fer  the  fame  mechanical  Alterations. 

The  Fever  that  is  excited  in  this 
Diforder,  feems  the  moft  falutary 
Effort  of  Nature  to  attenuate  the 
Humor,  and  deftroy  its  Vifcidity  ; 
for  whenever  the  Humors  preterna- 
turally  abound,  and  become  vifcid, 
Nature  then  to  dilburden  herfelf  of 
the  Load,  excites  a  Fever ;  by 
which  fhe  fo  attenuates  the  Hu¬ 
mors, 
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mors,  that  they  are  rendered  fit  to 
be  expelled  the  Body.  This  At¬ 
tenuation  of  the  Humors  by  their 
Motion,  Circulation,  Attrition  and 
Collition  within  the  Blood-vefiels, 
is  exemplified  in  beating  up  the 
Mucus  of  the  Stomach,  by  which  it 
becomes  of  another  Nature,  and 
lofes  all  its  Vifcidity. 

Now  if  this  Fever  be  kept  up  and 
properly  managed,  fo  as  not  to  wafte 
the  Patient’s  Strength,  it  co-operates 
with  your  Medicines  in  your  Defign 
of  attenuating  and  refolving  the  Hu¬ 
mors.  r  ■  • 

The  Seat  of  a  Rheumatifm  is  ne¬ 
ver  efientially  in  the  Vefiels  that  con¬ 
tain  the  red  Blood  Globules,  but  in 
the  ferous  and  lympathetic  ;  not 
but  that  fometimes  there  is  'an  acci¬ 
dental  Inflammation  of  the  fangui- 
nary  Vefiels,  attended  with  Suppura¬ 
tion  ;  but  this  lafi  happens  from  the 
Intenfenefs  of  the  Pain  :  and  the 

Ten- 
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Tendernefs  of  the  fanguinary  •  Vef- 
feJs  conjunctly.  This  is  evident,  if 
we  take  the  Foot  of  a  living  Frosr, 
and  place  it  properly  in  a  Micro- 
fcope,  then  prick  the  Membrane  in 
the  moft  nervous  Part,  free  from  the 
fanguinary  Veffels,  and  an  Inflam¬ 
mation  will  be  fpontaneoufly  pro¬ 
duced,  if  a  Part  feized  with  the  rheu¬ 
matic  Humor  appears  red,  perhaps 
it  will  fuppurate  ;  but  if  it  be  white, 
the  Diforder  is  feated  in  the  ferous 
and  lympathetic  Veffels ;  this  might 
be  proved  a  priori ,  from  the  Ab- 
fence  of  Inflammation  or  Suppura¬ 
tion,  which  do  not  attend  Rheuma- 
tifms  as  fuch  ;  and  a  pojierion ,  from 
Diffedtions,  where  the  Matter  is  al¬ 
ways  found  between  the  Interfaces 
of  the  Mufcles  and  Membranes. 
When  this  Matter  becomes  very  vif- 
cid,  I  doubt  much  of  a  Cure,  at 
lead:  it  is  very  difficult. 

A  Suppuration  fucceeds  an  In- 

flam- 
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flammation;  when  the  Blood  by  fome 
Caufe  is  forced  into  Veffels,  which 
are  too  fmall,  they  become  diftend- 
ed,  and  torn  thereby,  and  fo  eva¬ 
cuate  their  Contents  into  the  Inter¬ 
faces  of  the  Mufcles ;  which  Nature 
not  bearing,  excites  a  Suppuration  ; 
but  the  ferous  Veffels  have  no  Pulfe, 
therefore  are  not  liable  to  Suppura¬ 
tion.  Parts  where  the  Circulation 
is  not  rapid,  are  moft  liable  to  the 
Rheumatifm,  for  the  flower  the  Cir¬ 
culation,  the  greater  Difpofition  to  a 
Lentor. 

Mod  Swellings  of  the  Extremi¬ 
ties  are  Rheumatic  ;  and  if  they  fall 
it  fhews  a  Metaftafis  of  the  morbid 
Matter. 

A  Metaftafis  of  the  morbid  Mat¬ 
ter  renders  the  Diforder  dangerous, 
whether  it  is  fo  tranflated  by  a  Fall, 
Contufion,  or  otherwife,  to  any  of 
the  noble  Vifcera ;  for  when  it 
comes  to  be  abforbed  by  the  Veins, 

and 
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and  thence  carried  to  the  Heart  and 
pulmonary  Artery, v  it  is  there  too 
vifcid  to  pals,  and  rauft  form  Ob~ 
ftruCtions. 

We  often  fee  Inftances  of  fuch 
Tranllations  in  the  Small-Pox,  &c. 
where,  about  the  End  of  the  Dif- 
order,  a  violent  Peripneumony  arifes  ; 
but  fome  there  are,  who  tho’  they 
have  the  pulmonary  Artery  fo  lax  as 
not  to  be  obftructed,  yet  may  fuffer 
Infarctions  in  the  fmaller  Veffels  of 
the  Head,  which  bring  on  Coma’s, 
Stupor,  and  other  violent  Symptoms. 
Sometimes  this  happens  to  the  Liver 
and  Inteftines,  and  fo  produces  pu¬ 
rulent  Diarrhaeas,  Boils,  &c. 

When  the  Diforder  is  on  the  De¬ 
cline,  and  the  Patients  growing  bet¬ 
ter,  they  have  a  whitifh  Sediment 
in  their  Urine,  but  not  fo  folid  as 
thofe  who  are  in  the  Decline  of 
inflammatory  Diforders :  and  the  Se¬ 
diment  I  take  to  be  the  morbid  Mat- 

C  ter 
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ter  conceded,  and  fo  thrown  off 
by  the  Kidneys ;  which  if  it  con¬ 
tinues  the  Patient  certainly  recovers. 
If  the  Skin,  which  at  the  Beginning 
was  rough  and  dry,  becomes  in  the 
Progrefs  of  the  Cure  foft  and  perfpi- 
rable,  it  is  a  good  Sign. 

In  the  Cure  of  Rheumatifms 
fome  ufe  Purgatives,  others  Emetics, 
others  Sudorifics,  but  all  ufe  Bleeding; 
of  all  which  I  fhall  treat  in  Order. 

Sydenham  in  his  Method  of  curing 
this  Diforder,  orders  Venefedion 
three  or  four  Times,  which  indeed 
cures  the  Patient  for  the  prefent,  but 
he  lingers  out  the  reft  of  his  Life  in 
a  chronic  Difeafe  ;  this  Evacuation 
flopping  the  Fever,  fo  as  that  ever 
after  the  Humors  cannot  be  atte¬ 
nuated  or  expelled. 

But  he  finding  that  Venefedion, 
and  other  Evacuations  which  he 
.ufed  to  a  great  Degree,  were  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  the  Cure,  fubftituted  in 
2  their 
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their  Room,  a  very  low  Diet,  con- 
lifting  of  Whey,  and  the  like,  equal¬ 
ly  reducing  the  Patient’s  Strengrh 
and  Fever  low,  which  makes  this 
Practice  very  precarious,  and  not  at 
all  to  be  admitted  as  regular. 

Bleeding,  if  the  Pulfe  be  full  and 
ftrong,  which  generally  it  is,  tho’ 
not  hard,  fo  as  not  to  leflen  the  Fe¬ 
ver,  is  to  be  admitted  •  firft,  be- 
caufe  leflening  the  Quantity  of  the 
Blood  gives  it  a  greater  Velocity, 
and  in  fome  Meafure  prevents  a 
Lentor,  that  the  Remainder  may  be 
more  ealily  attenuated  and  refolved ; 
for  when  there  is  a  large  Quantity  of 
Blood,  it  becomes  by  its  Velocity 
impacted  in  the  lefler  Veffels,  fo 
that  fome  are  diftended,  and  others 
comprefled,  which  allows  of,  and 
forms  Obftrudiions.  Secondly,  By 
Bleeding  Room  is  made  for  Sudori- 
fics,  which  have  more  Power  to  at* 

C  2  tenuate 
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tenuate  the  morbid  Matter  when 
Part  of  it  is  evacuated,  and  the 
Veffels  uncrouded  •  then  an  Eme¬ 
tic  may  be  ufed  when  the  Patient 
complains  of  a  Pain  in  the  Head 
and  Stomach,  and  an  unufual  Sick- 
nefs,  which  is  a  Sign  of  vifcid  Hu¬ 
mors  in  the  Stomach. 

Next  Day  a  Purgative  ought  to 
be  adminiftered  to  carry  off  the  Mu¬ 
cus  from  the  Inteftines,  diflodged 
by  the  Shock,  lead;  it  fhould  remain 
a  condant  Fomes  for  the  Difeafe. 

Thefe  Purges  indeed  ought  to  be 
of  the  milder  Sort,  in  the  Form  of 
a  Ptifan,  with  fome  of  the  neutral 
Salts  ;  as  they  go  off  by  the  Intef¬ 
tines,  attenuate  and  carry  off  the 
vifcid  Stuff  lodged  in  the  Prima  Vice. 

Draftics  are  never  to  be  ufed  ; 
firft,  Becaufe  they  make  too  great  a 
Derivation  to  the  Intedines  of  the 
Matter  you  would  endeavour  to  ex¬ 
pel  by  the  Skin  ;  and,  fecondly,  As 
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they  weaken  the  Patient  too  much, 
fo  as  that  a  Man  in  full  Vigour  may 
by  a  harfh  Purge  be  brought  low  in 
the  Space  of  three  or  four  Days. 
Thirdly,  They  frequently  bring  on 
Leucophlegmatia’s,  &c.  then  ufe 
Attenuants,  fuch  as  a  Decoction  of 
the  aperient  Roots  *,  with  the  Spi¬ 
rit  us  Mindereri ,  'Tart.  Vitriolat. 
Regener.  or  fuch  like.  This  will 
refolve  thefe  Obftrudtions,  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  forming  of  more  ;  and  as 
this  Diforder  arifes  from  a  Hop’d 
Perforation,  fo  reftoring  it  will  help 
to  a  Cure,  for  the  fame  Medicines 
which  will  diffolve  the  Obftrudtions, 
will  likewife  diflolve  the  Blood,  and 
by  promoting  a  gentle  Sweat,  and 

Dia- 

*  Rad.  Graminis . 

- Funiculi . 

—  Petrofelini. 

—  Bardan a. 

Cui  adde  Sp.  Minder .  Thefe  are  vaftly  fudo* 
rific,  efpecially  the  Sp.  Minderer.  as  it  ads  by  a 
Stimulus,  fo  as  to  increafe  the  Circulation,  re- 
folves  all  Vifcidities,  is  diuretic,  and  increafes 
Perfpiration. 
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Diaphorefis,  the  Matter  is  always 
making  ks  Way  out,  being  fuffici- 
ently  refolded.  Sudorifics  mull  furely 
be  the  moft  certain  Remedies,  as 
they  carry  off  the  Caufes,  and  allow 
an  Exit  to  the  accumulated  Humors. 

This  Reafoning  is  confirmed  by 
what  in  Practice  we  daily  obferve  ; 
namely,  that  Sweating  relieves  any 
Pain  but  efpecially  the  Part  it  firft  ap¬ 
pears  in. 

But  as  in  Pleurifies,  fo  in  the 
Rheumatifm,  never  give  ftrong  or 
violent  Sudorifics,  as  it  is  much  bet¬ 
ter  to  endeavour  to  attenuate  and 
incide  the  Humors  by  a  gentle  Sweat 
kept  up  for  fome  time,  and  becaule 
that  by  violent  Sudorifics,  the  more 
thin  Parts  of  the  Humors  are  carried 
off,  and  the  vifcid  and  more  grofs 
remain  unfit  for  Circulation,  and 
can  never  after  be  attenuated. 

It  is  often  difficult  to  raife  a  Sweat 
in  the  Part  affected,  yet  it  is  very 

effectual, 
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effectual,  if  pradicable.  Your  Su- 
dorifics  fhould  be  of  the  diluent 
Kind,  that  by  their  Quantity  render 
the  vilcid  Humor  capable  of  being 
thrown  off  by  the  Skin,  whilft  they 
having  their  Parts  fmall,  come  off 
with  it,  they  ought  never  to  be  fo 
ftrong  as  to  excite  a  Fever. 

Aromatics  raife  a  Sweat  meerly  by 
ftimulating  the  Veffels  to  a  brifker 
Circulation,  and  greatly  increaling 
the  Animal  Heat ;  and  if  they  fail 
in  procuring  a  Sweat,  as  they  fre¬ 
quently  do,  are  dangerous  Medicines. 

Alkalies,  and  neutral  Salts,  as 
they  attenuate  and  difiolve,  feem  to 
ad  in  a  quite  contrary  Manner  :  I 
therefore  prefer  thofe  of  the  atte- 
nuant  Kind;  for  when  the  Primes 
Vies  are  cleared,  and  the  Blood’s 
Impetus  leffened,  a  gentle  Diapho- 
relis  kept  up  fometime  will  certainly 
carry  off  the  Difeafe.  When  Per¬ 
foration  is  dop’d,  there  is  a  greater 

Flow 
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Flow  of  Urine,  and  e  contra ,  there¬ 
fore  Diuretics  are  ufeful  in  thefe 
Cafes.  ; 

Y  *  *  .  ? 

The  Vinum  BenediEium,  from  30 
to  40  Drops,  is  an  Attenuant,  and 
if  given  fo,  as  not  to  raife  a  Naufea, 
or  run  off  by  Stool,  will  operate 
very  well  by  railing  a  gentle  Sweat; 
for  when  it  cannot  pafs  off  by  the 
Primes  F'ice,  by  Reafon  of  the  Small- 
nefs  of  the  Dofe,  but  enters  into  the 
Blood,  it  attenuates  it  ;  therefore  in 
Rheumatifms  it  muff  be  a  very  pro¬ 
per  Remedy,  acting  powerfully  by 
its  fubtle  Sulphur -and  Regulus. 

Dr.  Huxham  has  much  recom¬ 
mended  it,  but  in  fo  fmall  Doles,  I 
doubt  its  Succels. 

If  the  Rheumatifm  feizes  a  par¬ 
ticular  Part,  nothing  relieves  more 
effectually  than  a  Velicatory  applied 
on  the  Part  affected  ;  from  which  I 
have  obferved  furpriling  Succefs,  no¬ 
thing 
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tiling  attenuating  more  than  Can- 
tharides. 

Having  now  fufficiently  £hewn 
you  my  Sentiments  concerning  rheu¬ 
matic,  I  {hall  next  proceed  to  arthri¬ 
tic  Difeafes :  On  which  I  ffiall  be 

* 

very  fhort,  as  the  Hiftory  of  this 
Kind  of  Affeds  is  already  fufficiently 
clear^  and  tolerably  well  laid  down : 
The  curative  Part  is  that  alone  on 
which  I  have  any  T  hing  new  to  of¬ 
fer. 

Many  Phyficians  have  thought 
this  Difeafe  incurable,  and  they 
Perfons  of  no  fmall  Character  for 
Learning  and  Ingenuity. 

But  this  Error  mull  have  arifen 
from  too  great  an  Attachment  to 
fenfelefs  Theory,  which  will  ever 
miflead  us  from  experimental  Truth. 
One  indeed  muft  be  furprifed  to  find 
in  this  Number  the  learned  and  ju¬ 
dicious  Boerhaa-vc,  who  has  faid 
much  to  difcourage  us  from  any 

D  At- 
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Atempt  to  find  out  its  Cure. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  Error  this 
great  Man  was  deluded  into,  from 
too  hafty  Conclufions  drawn  from  a 
very  uncertain  Theory  ;  and  I  think 
fuch  Perfons  ought  to  regard  that 
Maxim  laid  down  by  my  Lord  Ba¬ 
con ,  which  muffc  ever  hold  true, 
namely,  “  That  to  treat  Difeafes  as 
“  incurable,  is  to  eftablilh  Igno- 
<c  ranee,  as  it  were,  by  a  Law.” 

The  learned  World  have  long 
known,  that  Cncofclius  did  really  cure 
it  without, any  dangerous  and  pre¬ 
carious  Method,  and  much  regret 
his  dying,  without  having  difeovered 
the  Secret. 

Hoffman  has  guefied  it  to  be  ho¬ 
rizontal  Gold  ;  but  I  can  allure 
his  Followers  it  is  not,  nor  could 
there  be  any  Thing  mercurial  in 
the  Procefs..  Having  long  profe- 
cuted  the  Difcovery  of  that  valu¬ 
able  Medicine,  I  at  laft  flattered 

my- 


C  19  ) 

myfelf  that  I  had  found  it ;  and  in¬ 
deed  my  Medicine  anfwers  every 
Character  of  his,  and  every  Cir- 
cumftance  in  its  Effects. 

Some  time  I  ufod  it  in  the  Manner 
he  had  done,  with  great  Succefs, 
but  thought  the  Medicine  ftill  fur¬ 
ther  improvable  ;  I  bent  all  my 
Thoughts  that  Way,  and  indeed 
have  not  loft  my  Labour  ;  for  inftead 
of  palling  oft'  by  Stool,  as  his  did, 
I  find  that  acting  as  a  powerful  Dia¬ 
phoretic  and  Diuretic,  it  had  a 
more  defirable  Effedt,  and  performed 
the  Cure  in  a  much  lefs  T ime ;  fo 
much  fo,  that  I  will  venture  my 
Character,  Reputation,  nay,  all  that 
is  dear  to  Man,  on  the  Truth  of  this 
Aflertion,  namely,  That  it  will  take 
off  the  moft  violent  Fit  of  the  Gout 
in  twenty-four  Hours,  without  any 
prefent  or  future  Detriment  to  the 
Conftitution  ;  as  will  further  appear 
from  the  following  Fadts,  concern- 
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ing  which  I  deiire  that  nothing  may 
be  taken  from  what  I  relate  of  them, 
without  a  ftriCt  Enquiry  from  the 
Perfons  themfelves,  who  are  mofUy 
Perfons  of  undeniable  Veracity  and 
Character,  and  above  the  Tempta¬ 
tion  of  concurring  in  an  Untruth. 

If  the  Paroxifms  of  the  Gout  be 
the  critical  Efforts  of  Nature,  to 
expel  the  morbid  Matter  accumu¬ 
lated  in  a  certain  given  Time,  pray 
can  wre  do  nothing  (except  recom¬ 
mending  Patience  and  Flannel,  which 
are  but  poor  Comforts  to  a  diftreft 
Patient ;  and  the  Afylum  of  Igno¬ 
rance  in  the  Practitioner)  in  order  to 
help  Nature  in  its  Expuhion  ?  Yes, 
a  cuticular  Bifcharge  of  this  Matter 


is  practicable,  and  frees  the  Body  of 

the  Pain  and  its  Caufe  at  one  and  the 
fame  Time ,  and  let  the  greateft 
and  molt  prejudic’d  Genius’s  in  our 
Art,  harangue  and  torture  their 
Brains  never  fo  much,  yet  this  Truth 

they 
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they  muft  at  laft  confefs,  that  this, 
if  pradticable,  is  highly  falutary, 
and  can  never  be  attended  with  any 
ill  Effedt. 

I  have  always  found,  that  the 
Poplitean  I  flue,  firfl:  recommended 
by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Ingram ,  in 
fuch  as  would  fubmit  to  it,  has 
greatly  ;  contributed  to  prevent  the 
Return  of  the  Paroxyfms. 

When  chalkey  Concretions  appear, 
I  have  feldom  found  the  Medicines 
in  common  Practice  of  any  Ufe  ;  but 
by  the  Help  of  this  Iflue,  the  Medi¬ 
cine  aforelaid,  Exercife,  and  a  proper 
Diet,  I  have  frequently  found  the 
Concretions  diflolve. 

The  Cafe  of  Mr.  Traffordy 
Wine  -  Merchant,  in  Cecil- 
fireety  in  the  Strand. 

This  Gentleman  having  a  moll 

.  #  o 

grievous  Fit  of  the  Gout,  fent  for 

me 
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me  on  Saturday  the  thirtieth  of 
“July  1757,  I  found  him  with  a 
confiderabie  Tumor  of  one  of  his 
Knees,  attended  with  moft  acute 
Pain,  a  violent  Inflammation  of 
the  Foot  of  the  fame  Side,  which 
at  that  Time  was  almoft  black  :  He 
was  in  this  Condition  from  the  Tues¬ 
day  before  ;  he  begg’d  in  the  moft 
pathetic  Manner,  that  I  would  give 
him  Eafe.  I  told  him  I  would  take 
off  his  Fit  before  that  Time  next 
Day  ;  at  which  he  was  much  fur- 
prifed,  nor  did  he  really  think  it 
pofiible;  however,  refolved  he  was 
to  try.  I  ordered  him  to  Bed,  and 
immediately  gave  him  a  large  Spoon¬ 
ful  of  my  Medicine  :  This  I  ordered 
to  be  repeated  every  two  Hours, 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

I  viflted  him  the  Day  following, 
and  found  him  quite  free  from  the 
Gout ;  his  Pulfe  quite  free  and  re¬ 
gular  ;  the  Tumor  fubftded,  and 
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the  Part  reduced  to  its  natural  Co¬ 
lour  and  Dimension  j  nothing  re¬ 
maining  but  the  Weaknefs  incident 
to  the  Ravage  the  Difeafe  had  made 
on  the  Part,  which  he  recovered 
without  any  other  Affiftance  in  two 
or  three  Days,  and  has  been  per¬ 
fectly  well  ever  fince. 

.  •  '*  / 

The  Truth  of  the  above  Cale  in 
every  Particular,  I  atteft,  as 
Witnefs  my  Hand,  this  1  oth 
Day  of  Augujl  1757. 

Thomas  Tr afford. 

The  Cafe  of  Mr.  Bransford  in 
Banbridge-ftreet ?  St.  Giles's. 

This  Perfon  had  a  violent  Fit  of 
the  Gout  in  March  laft,  which  con¬ 
tinued  near  a  Week  before  I  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  ;  he  took  the  above  Me¬ 
dicine  in  t.V;  fame  Manner,  which 
vl*  I  '  took 

n 
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took  off  the  Fit  in  one  Nights 
Time. 

The  Cafe  of  P.  Boyle ,  lit 
Baldwin's  Gardens ,  Grafs - 
Inn-Lane. 

This  poor  Man  had  been  many 
Years  afflicted  with  the  Rheumatism* 
and  was  turned  out  of  an  Hofpital 
incurable.  Many  Months  he  had 
not  been  able  to  get  out  of  Bed  ;  and 
when  rais’d  in  order  to  give  him 
Food,  he  ufed  to  cry  out  in  a  moft 
hideous  Manner. 

I  was  requefted  to  vilit  him,  which 
I  did,  and  for  Charity  gave  him  my 
Medicines,  which  had  fuch  an  Ef¬ 
fect,  that  in  four  Days  he  was  able 
to  walk  to  my  Houle  in  St.  Mar¬ 
tin s  Street ,  Leicejler-Square ,  to 
return  me  Thanks  for  his  Cure. 


The  Cafe  of  Mr.  Nelfon, 
Shoe-maker,  in  St.  Martins 
Street^  Leicefler-Square. 

This  Perfon  had  been  fome  con- 

r 

ftderable  Time  affiidted  with  a  mod 
painful  Rheumatifm  :  He  was  under 
the  Care  of  many  celebrated  Phy- 
ficians,  and  at  laft  under  Mr.  TVi ard. , 
but  to  no  Purpofe.  He  made  Ufe  of 
my  Medicines,  and  was  in  a  fhort 
Time  cured,  ufing  nothing  after¬ 
wards  but  the  Cold  Bath. 


The  Cafe  of  Mils  Nancy 
Flower ,  in  Berry  -  Street ^ 
St.  Mary  Ax. 

In  April  laft  this  young  Lady  fell 
into  a  moft  acute  Rheumatifm,  oc- 
caftoned  by  ‘great  Fatigue  in  ftt- 
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ting  up  at  Nights  with  her  Sifter, 
who  was  then  in  an  inflammatory 
Fever,  for  which  I  attended  her.  It 
attacked  her  Limbs  in  a  moft  vio¬ 
lent  Manner  ;  her  Fever  grew  very 
high,  and  the  rheumatic  Matter  fet¬ 
tled  on  her  Lungs  and  Brain. 

This  was  one  of  the  moft  dan¬ 
gerous  rheumatic  Cafes  I  ever  met 
with.  It  was  not  then  in  my  Power 
regularly  to  attend  her,  as  I  was 
obliged  to  be  in  the  Country ;  dur¬ 
ing  which  Time  another  Phyftcian 
was  applied  to,  a  Gentleman  of 
great  Knowledge,  Sincerity,  .and 
good  Nature,  who  did  all  that  regu¬ 
lar,  eftablifhed  Practice  could  incul¬ 
cate,  to  cure  her  ;  but  alas  !  in 
vain :  She  grew  much  worfe,  and 
her  Strength  decreafed  conftderably. 

This  Gentleman  relinquifhed  the 
Cafe,  having  done  all  that  any  Man 
in  the  Profeflion  could,  without  the 
Afliftance  of  this  extraordinary  Me¬ 
dicine. 


(  27  ) 

dicine.  It  happened  in  the  mean 
time  that  I  came  to  Town,  which 
gave  the  Family  inexpreffible  Joy.-  I 
was  applied  to,  and  wraited  on  her  ; 
I  found  her  quite  emaciated,  her 
Pulfe  exceeding  low,  and  intermit¬ 
ting,  and  her  Breathing  extreamly 
difficult.  She  defired  to  have  this 
Medicine,  and  I,  on  my  own  Part, 
thought  the  Cafe  lb  defperate,  that 
all  Medicine  would  be  ufelefs.  How¬ 
ever,  I  brought  it  her,  and  the  very 
firft  Dofe  of  it  ffie  took  ffie  found 
herfelf  conliderably  better,  and  in  a 
ffiort  Time  was  perfectly  cured.  I  alfo 
ordered  her  to  perfift  in  the  Ufe  of  a 
Mixture  of  Lac  Ammoniac .  and  Ox. 
fcilit.  to  relieve  her  Breathing. 

I  could  have  added  many  more 
Cafes  relating  to  the  Effedts  of  this 
valuable  Medicine,  but  that  I  think 
I  have  already  tranfgreiled  the  Bounds 
of  an  Epiftle.  I  have  only  this  to 
at  .  that  the  Succefs  attending  it 

are 
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are  not  more  confpicuous  in  the 
Gout  and  Rheumatifm,  than  in  Pleu¬ 
risies  ;  for  of  near  1 5  o  Patients 
which  I  have  had  under  my  Care  in 
that  Difeafe,  lince  I  difcovered  it, 
I  never  loft  one,  tho’  I  blooded 
them  but  twice  during  the  Cure. 

Now,  Sir,  if  there  are  any  Hints 
in  this  Epiftle  that  may  be  ufeful  to* 
you,  or  Serviceable  to  the  Public,  I 
Shall  be  extreamly  happy  in  contri¬ 
buting  to  either.  But  your  believing 
that  the  principal  Intention  T  had.  was 
the  Delign  to  promote  both,  will  lay 
a  lafting  Obligation  on, 

s  i  r,  .  .  -  y ‘ 

Tour  mofi  obedient , 
humble  Servant , 


M.  MOONEY, 
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